COALITION PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY ORDER NUMBER 45
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Pursuant to my authority as Administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA)
and under the laws and usages of war, and consistent with relevant U.N. Security Council
resolutions, including Resolutions 1483 and 1511(2003),

Recognizing the CPA’s obligation to provide for the effective administration of Iraq, and
to ensure the well being of the Iraqi people,

Noting the need for a centralized method of registering non-governmental organizations,
and the need to take measures to coordinate their activities,

Determined to ensure the security of the Iraqi people and prevent the misuse of non-
governmental organizations for fraudulent or illegal purposes,

I hereby promulgate the following:

Section 1
Definition of Terms

1) “Non-Governmental Organization” (“NGO”) means any organization or foundation
that is organized to undertake one or more of the following as its principal activities:
humanitarian assistance and relief projects; human rights advocacy and awareness;
community rehabilitation and resettlement; charitable works; educational, health, and
cultural activities; conservation; environmental protection; economic reconstruction
and development; promotion of democratic practices; development of civil society;
promotion of gender equality; or any other non-profit activity that serves the public
interest. (Unless otherwise specified, the term “NGO” in this Order refers to both
Domestic and Foreign NGOs.)

2) “Domestic NGO” means an NGO that is established with its registered office or
headquarters inside Iraq.

3) "“Foreign NGO” means an NGO that is established with its registered office or
headquarters outside Iraq.

4) “Minister” means the Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation.
5) “Ministry” means the Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation.

6) “The Office” means the NGO Assistance Office within the Ministry of Planning and
Development Cooperation.
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